
of a bigger              
entity, gain confidence, self 
esteem and awareness of 
others.  These traits will 
help them to be global citi-
zens and more tolerant of 
others thus creating a more 
peaceful world.  This was 
Dr. Maria Montessori's vi-
sion. 

 

Peace be with you all, 

 

W Nora Yee, 

Head of School    

 

Dear Parents, 

 

We had a great start to 
the new year!  Thank you 
to all the parents for being 
punctual with arrivals and 
dismissals thus teaching 
your child/children the 
importance of being on 
time.  You are also mod-
eling the respect for other 
people and the im-
portance of school. 

 

Last year our theme was 
nutrition.  This year we 
are focusing on the sense 
of community.  What bet-
ter way than to start with 
your family community.  
Mealtimes are a great 
way to teach unity and 
community.  This can be 
dinner or breakfast time 
as long as the whole fami-
ly is together.  In families 
where there are large 
numbers or age group-
ings, dinner time may not 
be the time where the 
whole family can come 
together due to a variety 
of individual activities.  
But find a time during the 
day where the whole fam-
ily is together.  If not daily, 
this can be a semi-weekly 
or a weekly event. 

 

This is the time to share 
good food as well as 

sharing the highlights or 
lowlights of the day.  Here is 
where you can model good 
conversation, taking turns 
and the importance of all 
family members. Remem-
ber, community is about be-
ing a contributing member of 
a close group or organiza-
tion. 

 

For young children, pre-
primary and primary, ask 
concrete questions like 
"What did you have for 
snack today?" or "What les-
son did the teacher give?" or 
"One thing you like."  For 
older students where sociali-
zation is important, ques-
tions like "Who did you work 
with today?"  "Who are the 
new students in your class?" 
can open up your child to 
sharing his/her day.  You 
may want to start out with 
sharing your day with your 
child(ren) thus modeling 
how to share in conversa-
tion. Giving each member of 
the family the responsibility 
to lead a meal time session  
can help build confidence, 
self-esteem and opportunity 
to practice leadership skills.   

 

With the incorporation of 
community at school and at 
home, our children will gain 
important characteristics 
and skills.  They will feel 
more secure by being apart 
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 òThe environment 

must be rich in 

motives which lend 

interest to activity 

and invite the child 

to conduct his own 

experiences.ó 

 

Maria Montessori  

 

PTO NEWS 
/ŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ t¢h ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΗ  

/ŀǊ aŀƎƴŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴΣ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻǘ 
ȅƻǳǊǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΚ LŦ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ 
t¢h ŀǘ ƳǿǎǇǘƻϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳΦ  

t¢h ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōǳȅ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ 
ƳŀƎƴŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ϷмлΦлл 
ŜŀŎƘΦ  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀ t¢h ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ 
Ŏŀƴ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊƳ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŶŎŜΦ  

  

¢ƘŜ t¢h ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƻ 
Ŭƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴǎΥ 

tǊƻƎǊŀƳ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎΥ 

¢ƘŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ 
ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜπ
ǾƛŜǿ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ 
ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊπ
ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ t¢h ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
ȅŜŀǊΦ 

DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎΥ 

¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƳŜŜǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ 
ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΣ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ōȅƭŀǿǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴΦ 

 

President :    Zainub Sareea 

Vice President:    Sarah Prosser 

Secretary:    Carolyn Lutz 

Treasurer:    Brent Johnson 

Teacher Representative:   Prabha Williams 

Administrative Representative:  Nora Yee 

Room Parent/Volunteer Chair:  Kelly Van   

Fundraising Chair:   Amy Pridgeon 

Hospitality Chair:    Open 

M W S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  N E W S  

Save the Date: 

Saturday November 15th for the Renaissance Faire 

Box Tops 

 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻȄ ǘƻǇǎΦ  
¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ !Ƴȅ tǊƛŘƎŜƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ ¢ƘŜ t¢h ōƻŀǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ  
ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŘǊƛǾŜΦ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ /ƘŀƛǊ  

¢ƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŎƘŀƛǊ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǝƴƎ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀȄƛƳƛȊƛƴƎ t¢h ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊΦ  

 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ /ƘŀƛǊΥ 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŎƘŀƛǊ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ t¢h 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ ƅȅŜǊǎΣ ŘǊŀƊƛƴƎ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ŜƳŀƛƭǎΣ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ t¢h CŀŎŜπ
ōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ōŜǧŜǊ Ƨƻō ƻŦ ǿǊƛǝƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 
ōƭǳǊō ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ t¢h ŀǘ 
ƳǿǎǇǘƻϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ  

mailto:mwspto@yahoo.com
mailto:mwspto@yahoo.com


òIt is the child 

who makes 

the man, and 

no man exists 

who was not 

made by the 

child he once 

was.ó 

 

-Maria Montessori  
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MWS Relocation Update  

 The limited availability 
and increasing cost of 
vacant land in the area 
have been problematic 
to our relocation pro-
ject.  Much of the va-
cant land has been pur-
chased by big develop-
ers for large retail pro-
jects and residential 
developments.  Despite 
these obstacles we are 
pressing forward.   

 

We identified a couple 
of properties in the Dr. 

Phillips/Windermere ar-
ea and are working on 
the next phase which is 
to determine whether 
the land use and zoning 
will allow for the build-
ing of our new facility.  
A specialist is being re-
tained to prepare due 
diligence reports for this 
purpose. 

 

Architects have been 
interviewed and we 
have selected one to 
begin drafting design 

We may be relocating ñ

but it will not be  

tomorrow  

concepts for the new facil-
ity. Once we have ap-
proved conceptual draw-
ings we will share this 
with our families.  

 

Many of our families are 
involved in the real estate 
and construction indus-
tries.  If anyone has any 
suggestions or can assist, 
please contact me.   

by Robert Yee Step Up Scholarship Update 

This year an increasing number of our 
families have received the Step Up for 
Students scholarship.  For those fami-
lies that already have the scholarship, 
the renewal application for the 2015-
2016 school year is available and are 
granted on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Priority is given to renewal  
families.  New families will be able to 
apply in spring 2015.  I would recom-
mend that anyone interested in these 
scholarships apply as soon as possi-
ble.   

 

Additionally, the Step Up organization 
has been tasked with managing a new 

special needs scholarship called 
the Personal Learning Scholar-
ship       Account.   

Please visit the website http://
www.stepupforstudents.org for 
more information.   

The future of these scholarships 
is being challenged by lawsuits 
from teacher and parent organiza-
tions throughout Florida.  These 
groups are concerned that these 
programs are taking resources 
away from public funds.  As we 
receive more information, we will 
keep you advised.  

V O L U M E  V I I I ,  I S S U E  I  

Know your choices under the 

Affordable Care Act to protect 

your families health 

Picture Orders 

Donõt forget to order your pictures before November 30th 

To view pictures go to: http://wetorangestudio.zenfolio.com/ 

 

To contact Michael Cairns:  michael@wetorangestudio.com 

P A G E  6  Awe 
Dear Montessori World Communi-

ty, 

Can you remember the last experi-

ence that left you in AWE?  That 

overwhelming reverence, respect, 

admiration or wonder from being 

inspired by great might, authority, 

genius or beauty. 

 I have experienced and observed 

that we get busy in our everyday 

lives and miss the AWE in our 

lives.  I hope we can all help each 

other remember to find those mo-

ments.  The children that we share 

between home, school and 

through friendships, offer all of us 

the opportunity for AWE. 

 I hope, if you were at the Interna-

tional Parade, that you were in 

AWE of the teamwork demonstrat-

ed by songs, skits, and presenta-

tions.  If you were in the communi-

ty that attended, you created AWE 

for the students by being a part of 

the large crowd that wanted to 

watch them. What a special com-

munity coming together to support 

the children in their endeavor to 

acknowledge and celebrate many 

different cultures.   Maria Montes-

sori was a pioneer in seeing the 

childõs amazing ability to learn and 

grow. Her lessons all have a point 

of interest and are purposeful 

to create a sense of AWE.    

 We bring pieces of home into 

the classroom through food 

preparation, care of the envi-

ronment and building relation-

ships.  My invitation to you is to 

find the moments for AWE at 

home.  As we are all aware it 

takes preparation and follow-

up to create those moments.  

With International Parade 

there was practice, then re-

hearsals and volunteers who 

helped with various parts from 

set up to cleanup, bringing 

food and water, costumes, 

etcé  Parenting is exhausting 

with moments of exhilaration, 

when you see your child reach 

a goal or listen and understand 

your advice or direction. 

 I have a resource to offer you 

that has been developed and 

is ready for implementation. I 

saw a presentation from a 

couple who are parents. A few 

years back they wanted to be 

more connected as a family.  

They moved often and Dad 

traveled a lot.  So they took an 

old idea and tradition and de-

veloped it.  It is called Family 

Table Time.  They had an expe-

rience of AWE as they practiced 

this concept.  It was a time of 

purposeful learning, character 

building, and problem-solving.  

Another delightful experience 

they had was when they met 

each week they shared the sto-

ries of what happened during 

the week from practicing the 

character trait.  They invited 19 

families to join them on the pilot 

journey, several years ago, and 

all of them were finding new joy 

in connecting as a family, so 

they developed this concept and 

all you have to do is download 4 

weeksõ worth, for about the cost 

of one specialized coffee per 

month. 

Go to www.familytabletime.com 

and let it help you grow in AWE 

of each other. It is available in 

Spanish and English. 

I have been a part of the Mon-

tessori community for 20 years. I 

taught 3-6 and 6-9 and served 

as a field consultant for teachers 

in training for 10 years. I feel 

privileged to be working with 

MWSõs students and staff. I am 

in AWE of you and your commu-

nity. 

Debbie Hardaway, Assistant 

Administrator 

Driving Safely at Drop Off/Pick-Up 
We would like to remind all of 

our parents that left turns on to 

school property are prohibited 

at drop off and pick-up. 
 

To allow for a steady flow of 

vehicles turning into the drive-

way of the Main Building, driv-

ers should use Lake Street, 

not 5th Street, to access Ruby 

Lake Road and then make a right 

turn from Ruby Lake Road into the 

Main Building driveway or the brick 

building driveway during morning 

drop-off and afternoon pick-up.  
 

Do not pass cars that are waiting 

to drop off children and do not 

leave vehicle doors open while 

pulling up to drop-off your child. 

These  driving restrictions are 

strictly enforced to ensure the 

safety of our students and 

their families.  If everyone 

follows the rules we can all 

enjoy a safe 

and accident 

free school 

year. 

Recycling at MWS 
phones. Drop off your used equip-

ment at the front office and weõll 

ship it out to Cartridges for Kids.  

They pay for the shipping, guaran-

tee these items will not end up 

in a landfill and even give the 

school a small donation for our 

efforts. 

Our school participates in a 

nationwide recycling program 

for small electronics, used 

print/toner cartridges, and cell 

"Education is a  

natural process  

carried out by the 

child and is not  

acquired by listening 

to words but by  

experiences in the 

environment.ó. 

 

-Maria Montessori  

 

Bring us your old phones, 

laptops, and print        

cartridges to recycle 

http://www.stepupforstudents.org
http://www.stepupforstudents.org
mailto:michael@wetorangestudio.com
http://www.familytabletime.com
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òIt is true that 

we cannot make 

a genius. We 

can only give to 

each child the 

chance to fulfill 

his potential 

possibilities."  

 

Maria Montessori  

Appreciation Corner  

Administration would like to thank all the parents who helped with the Interna-

tional Parade. A special Thanks to Mrs. Yorde and Mrs. El Yorde for all their 

help in decorating the stage. It is always a special event thanks to the help of 

our dedicated parents.          

                                                                                         

We would also like to thank all the parents who helped on Beautification Day. 

We could not do it without you. 

 

Thank you to all our families who came to family fun day. It was a great com-

munity building event to kick off the school year. Many thanks to the volun-

teers who helped make it happen.  

 

And a Special Thanks to all our classroom volunteers and room parents for 

the countless hours spent at the school , at home or on-line helping to keep 

everyone connected.  

Your School On-line 
 MWS has also 

partnered with 

Schoolôs  

Announcements to 

implement a voice, 

email and text com-

munication system.  

During the year we 

will be sending out 

notifications from 

our school includ-

ing closings, event 

reminders and 

schedule changes. 

 

 

 

Please inform the 

main office if you are 

not receiving school 

wide communica-

tions. 

 

Lastly, check out our 

Facebook page.  It is 

a place to view pic-

tures of activities hap-

pening throughout the 

school, keep connected 

with other parents, and 

share some of your 

own photos.  And 

donôt forget to like us! 

 

You can find us at: 
ǿǿǿΦƳƻƴǘŜǎǎƻǊƛǿƻǊƭŘǎŎƘƻƻƭ
ΦŎƻƳ 

and 

  
www.facebook.com/

montessoriworldschool  

Log on and check us 

out oftenðthereôs 

always something 

going on at our 

school. 

Pictures from our Events & Activities 

Parent Education Evening 

Beautification Day 

PTO Family Fun Night 
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òThe things he sees are not just remembered; they form a part of his soul.ó   

    Maria Montessori  

http://www.montessoriworldschhol.com
http://www.montessoriworldschhol.com
http://www.facebook/montessoriworldschool
http://www.facebook/montessoriworldschool

